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FROM THE PRESIDENT
The League October activities began with a very successful Candidates

Forum, co-hosted by the League and the Claremont Educational
Foundation. There are two vacancies on the Claremont Unified School
District Board, and all three candidates — Beth Bingham, Hilary LaConte
and Barbara Miller — addressed our audience of over sixty citizens and
answered questions raised by those participating. The absentee ballots have
been mailed and Election Day for the polls is Tuesday, November 6th.

The next evening, a new member recruitment event was held at Garner
House, a wine and cheese reception that featured members introducing
prospective members to the League. The event allowed for meeting new
faces and one-on-one discussions about the League and resulted in the
addition of new members to our local organization. More events of this
nature are to follow this year as well as meetings specifically welcoming
new members and personally encouraging their active involvement in com-
mittees and projects. This outreach effort is critical to both the survival and
growth of the League over the next ten years, requiring all of us to both
invite and develop the League’s leadership and membership for the next
generation.

October unit meetings were devoted to work on the National League’s
Immigration Study, to be followed by additional unit meetings on this sub-
ject in November and December. The Immigration Study Committee has
worked diligently on this complex project, made more challenging by the
delay in National’s start-up, a fast-forward of the study from three years to
one and issuance of a survey instrument proving a challenge to implement.
The very small attendance at unit meetings in October, as is typical for
these meetings, represented about ten per cent of the local League total
membership.

The Board discussed alternatives, consulted with the National Office
and has elected to send a copy of the survey form in this month’s Voter to
all members to elicit their input on this critical issue in the hope of garner-
ing a greater sampling of the membership for the National study. Per the e-
mail response from Carolie Mullan, Chair, LWVUS Immigration Study
Committee:

Because discussion is the best way to reach consensus, face to face con-
sensus meetings are preferred, but many local Leagues take consensus in
other ways — such as forms in their Voters, e-mails, telephone polls, etc.
These responses must be combined with the results of any consensus
meetings and submitted as one report from that League.

Please find included in this edition of The Voter a copy of the National
Immigration Study Survey. The Board is requesting your completion of
the survey and its return to the local League office no later than December
15,2007 in the event that you are unable to participate in the November
and December unit meetings on this issue.

The busy month of October concluded with the majority of the Board
holding a training session led by Mary Jane Merrill, who ably assisted us in
better formulating the direction of the organization over the next year.

—Barbara

Wednesday, November 14

NATIONAL IMMIGRATION 
STUDY UNIT MEETINGS  

9:30 a.m.
Mt. San Antonio Gardens, Bldg. D, 3rd Floor Lounge

875 Bonita, Pomona (Mountain and Towne)
and

7:00 p.m.
760 W. 9th Street (Home of Betsey Coffman), Claremont
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Claremont Police Commission
Thursday, November 1 ¥  7:00 p.m.           
Public Safety Facility Site Selection

Election Day
Tuesday, November 6           

Affor dable Housing EIR Hearing
Tuesday, November 6           
Planning Commission

National Immig ration Study Unit Meetings  
Wednesday, November 14  ¥  9:30 a.m.
Mt. San Antonio Gardens, Bldg. D, 3rd Floor Lounge;
875 Bonita Ave., Pomona (between Mountain & Towne)
Wednesday, November 14  ¥  7:00 p.m.
760 W. 9th St., Claremont (home of Betsey Coffman)

Board Meeting
Monday, November 19 ¥  6:30 p.m.           
Hughes Center, 1700 Danbury Road, Claremont

Claremont Police Commission
Thursday, December 6 ¥  7:00 p.m.           
Public Safety Facility Site Selection

Affor dable Housing EIR Hearing
Tuesday, December 11           
Claremont City Council

National Immig ration Study Unit Meetings  
Wednesday, December 12  ¥  9:30 a.m.
Mt. San Antonio Gardens, Bldg. D, 3rd Floor Lounge;
875 Bonita Ave., Pomona (between Mountain & Towne)
Wednesday, December 12  ¥  7:00 p.m.
760 W. 9th St., Claremont (home of Betsey
Coffman)

National Immigration Study Surveys Due
Saturday, December 15           

Member Open House and Recruitment
Wednesday, December 19 ¥ 6:30 p.m.    
Garner House, Memorial Park,
Claremont. Bring a prospective 
member and/or an unwrapped toy.

SAVE THE DATE
Auction:

Under A Tuscan Moon
February 9, 2008
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HEALTH CARE
The League is carefully watching the

developments in Sacramento on health care
coverage in the State of California and
anticipates a full national discussion on this
issue during the 2008 presidential cam-
paign. Future unit meetings and full pro-
grams are in the planning process on this
complex issue.

MEMBERSHIP
The year’s first membership recruit-

ment event was held on October 3, 2007 at
Garner House, allowing members to intro-
duce prospective members to the League.
This event is part of the overall program for
2007-2008 to extend our membership to
the Colleges and surrounding communities
represented by our League. Please share
your knowledge of the League with friends,
colleagues and acquaintances and encourage
them to join us.

The membership brochure has been re-
designed. Please contact Betsey if you need
any for distribution.

REVENUE DEVELOPMENT
This month the League is introducing

a fund development drive to sustain and
grow the Claremont Area League. Letters
requesting donations were posted in
October, and members are asked to review
that letter and consider such support for the
League. There are several approaches to
gifting and the Development Chair is happy
to speak with you individually about which
alternative might be most appropriate for
the member. Gifts to the Educational Fund
honoring individuals or in memoriam also
offer an opportunity for personal acknowl-
edgement.

AUCTION
Members are reminded to save the date

of February 9, 2008 for the League’s annual
auction, our local organization’s major
means of operational support.

UPDATES
OBSERVERS

Help needed… please apply! (909)
624-9457.

WATER
The League, ably represented by

Freeman Allen and Marilee Scaff, submit-
ted a letter to Claremont City Council,
requesting the Council’s support of a grant
request directed toward a feasibility study
and possible acquisition of the Thompson
Creek Spreading Grounds. A copy of that
correspondence is included in this edition of
The Voter.

PROGRAMS/UNITS
The first meeting on the National

Immigration Study focused on the criteria
for consideration in development of a
national immigration law: economics, sus-
tainability, family reunification and fair
treatment under the law. The November
and December unit meetings will include
the following discussion issues: treatment of
immigrants, balancing the benefits and costs
between state and local government, the use
of American foreign policy to improve liv-
ing conditions, job opportunities and educa-
tion in countries with large emigrant popu-
lations.

For those unable to attend unit meet-
ings on the Immigration Study, please com-
plete and return the enclosed survey to the
League office no later than December 15,
2007.

HOUSING
The Environmental Impact Report

(EIR) for the affordable housing site at
Baseline has been received by the City of
Claremont. Hearings on this issue are
scheduled as follows: Traffic Commission,
Thursday, Oct 25, 2007; Planning
Commission, Tuesday, November 6, 2007;
and Claremont City Council, Tuesday,
December 11, 2007. The local League’s
position on this affordable housing project
has been in support for its construction.
This is the critical stage in the City’s final
approval process and speakers from the
League are needed to appear in its support
at the Commission level and at City
Council. Please contact Karen Vance
regarding your participation, either in per-
son or via letter.

NATURAL RESOURCES/
SUSTAINABILITY

Claremont City Council approved
extension of the city’s committee on this
topic at its October 9, 2007 meeting.
Application for the Sustainability Task
Force is due by November 1, 2007 and
forms are available on the City’s web site or
at City Hall. The schedule for the Task
Force is: November – selection of members;
December – member review of background
documents and project orientation;
January–April 2008 – the task force will
meet three to four times per month to draft
a sustainability plan for the City; April–July
2008 – the task force is to provide some 
follow-up support as the draft plan is
reviewed and approved by City Council.
Freeman Allen will be submitting his appli-
cation on  behalf of the League; all League
members with an interest in participating
are encouraged to apply.

VOTER SERVICE
The League, in partnership with the

Claremont Educational Foundation, spon-
sored a well-attended candidates forum for
the three individuals seeking election to the
Claremont Unified School District Board.
Voter Services is currently planning addi-
tional forums.

                       



Claremont City Council assigned the
Claremont Police Commission the task of
recommending a site for location of the new
public safety facility for the City. That rec-
ommendation is due to City Council in
early 2008. The Commission assigned an ad
hoc committee of three commissioners to
make the recommendation to the
Commission and then the Commission, as a
whole, to City Council. That recommenda-
tion for full Commission consideration is
anticipated to be under consideration at the
November and December meetings.

League members seeking information,
update or the opportunity to provide input
can attend the monthly meetings held the
first Thursday of the month at City Hall,
7:00 p.m.

Per a powerpoint presentation made
earlier this year to the Police Commission,
the following information was provided to
the Commission and the general public.

The present police facility, at the corner
of Bonita and Cornell in Claremont, was
built in 1974 to serve as both a police sta-
tion and as a fall-out shelter. The building is
10,000 square feet in size, constructed of
block wall with an eighteen-inch thick con-
crete roof on a 1.8 acre site. The current
facility accommodates public safety and staff
vehicles, a jail, offices and workspace for 63
full-time employees and 25 part-time and
volunteer staff. When originally constructed
in the mid-’70s, the staffing level was at 25.

The current facility is overcrowded,
lacks adequate office space, storage area for
records and evidence, lab work area, meet-
ing and interview rooms. Additional physi-
cal plant inadequacies include an electrical

system not designed for modern technology,
outdated ventilation, heating, cooling, and
plumbing systems. The building lacks ade-
quate adaptations for use by the physically
challenged as required by Americans with
Disabilities Act, has a jail that does not
meet current California Board of
Corrections minimum standards, lacks a fire
suppression system and does not meet cur-
rent earthquake codes.

A space needs assessment was made in
2002 by McLaren, Wilson & Lawrie, a firm
specializing in public safety design models,
and recommended a 36,000-square-foot
building, parking space for 55 staff and fleet
vehicles, 35 visitor spaces, eight impound

spaces, replacement of the existing building
and a parking structure at the existing site.
This recommendation was not acted upon
by the City. In 2007, the same firm provid-
ed an updated assessment for the Claremont
Police Department with three options: a
single-story building with at-grade parking,
needing 4.52 acres; a two-story building
with at-grade parking, needing 4.41 acres;
and a two-story building and a parking
structure, needing 4.02 acres. The current
site is 1.8 acres.

—Betsey Coffman

NEW MEMBERSHIP FORM

PLEASE JOIN US!

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

E-Mail:

Membership Dues (select one):

! $100.00 or more Suffragist

! $87.50 Household (2 members, 1 address, 1 Voter)

! $55 Regular Membership

! $27.50 Student Member

Please make your check payable to:
LWV of the Claremont Area

P.O. Box 1532
Claremont, California 91711   

Public Safety 
Site Selection

            



Claremont City Council
Mayor Peter Yao and Councilmembers:

Dear Councilmembers:

The League of Women Voters of the Claremont Area is working with the Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy and the Three Valleys Municipal Water District to prepare a grant request aimed
toward a feasibility study and possible acquisition of the Thompson Creek Spreading Grounds.

The Thompson Creek Spreading Grounds occupies 120.7 acres adjoining the south edge of the
Claremont Wildlands Park, immediately west of Mills Avenue. The Pomona Valley Protective
Association currently owns the land, and there appears to be willingness to discuss its sale.

A key element of the proposal is that a marsh be developed, which would provide multiple bene-
fits in habitat restoration, water conservation, education, and public enjoyment. The loss of cien-
agas over this valley would be mitigated. Habitat would be created for birds and land animals.
Water conservation would be enhanced through storm water retention and efficient use of the
watershed. Access for the public through trials connected to the Wilderness Park, and inclusion
of features to enhance enjoyment and education would make this a valuable addition to the
Claremont Wilderness Park experience.

This grant request would be for a Phase One project definition report and pre-acquisition study,
looking toward a Phase Two acquisition of this open space land. The anticipated funding sources
would be State Bond moneys, such as Prop. 84, and others that may be available.

We hereby invite your partnership in this project. If you are agreeable, request a letter indicating
the City of Claremont’s support and endorsement of the project.

Yours very truly,

Barbara Musselman, Marilee Scaff and Freeman Allen,
President Co-Chairs, LWV Water Task Force

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF THE CLAREMONT AREA

  



THANK YOU!
Candidates Forum: Claralou LaBarge, Barbara Musselman, Paula
Martinez, Marilyn Dale, Jerry Klasik, Betsey Coffman, Sarah
Smizer, Barbara Rugeley, Karen Rosenbaum, Amy Mathieson,
Ken Corhan, Claremont Educational Foundation members,and
CSUD Candidates:Beth Bingham, Hilary La Conte and Barbara
Miller.

New Member Recruitment Event:Betsey Coffman, Carlynne
McDonnell, Mindy Teuber

Immigration Study Units: Katie Gerecke, Barbara Rugeley, Betsey
Coffman, Sarah Smizer, Claralou LaBarge, Sally Seven, Kay
Waters, Renuka Balacrishnan

Constant Contact/Instant E-Mail Update for Members:Mindy
Teuber, Anita Hughes

Board Member Training:Mary Jane Merrill, Anita Hughes,
Carlynne McDonnell, Adar Belinkoff and attending Board 
members

Thompson Creek Spreading Grounds Grant Application: Sandy
Baldonado, Marilee Scaff, Freeman Allen and members of the
Water Committee 

Sustainability Committee:Katie Gerecke who served as chair and
Jack Sullivan for his willingness to become the new chair

DONOR RECOGNITION
Mindy Teuber

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
David Darby, Debbie Mindrum, and Carol Painter have joined
our local League.We welcome them,and hope they find their
LWV membership to be a rewarding experience.We currently have
232 members in LWV of the Claremont Area,and 18 are new to
us this year.

Thank you for joining us; we look forward to your active participa-
tion over the next year. For opportunities to assist, please contact us
at the League Office, (909) 624-9457 or info@claremont.ca.lwvnet.org.

LWV of the Claremont Area
P.O. Box 1532
Claremont, California 91711  
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